In vitro method for evaluation of spermicides by hemolytic potency.
Nonoxynol-9 immobilizes sperm and hemolyzes erythrocytes at analogous concentrations; therefore, erythrocytes may be utilized for predicting in vitro spermicidal potency. Since erythrocytes (human or rabbit) are usually more readily available in larger quantities than are spermatozoa, this method permits extensive in vitro testing of different formulations of vaginal spermicides.